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Downtown Waterville dorm on track for August 2018 opening

Courtesy of Peter Brown `20
A photograph taken of the current state of Colby’s planned downtown dormitory, which is set to open during the fall semester of 2018. Students are expecting fully-equiped kitchens and bathrooms to go along with 4 and 6-man suites

By Zachary Bergman
Contributing writer
For the past two years, Colby College has been planning
several concurrent projects in
downtown Waterville with the
aim of bringing a new vibrancy and vitality to the city. The
central piece of this initiative
is the five story, 10,000 square
foot residential complex that
is being built at 150 Main
Street, scheduled to open in
August 2018.
Construction of the building, which will take up an entire city block, began in April
and has been moving at a fast
pace. Vice President of Planning Brian Clark said that
the construction is actually
ahead of schedule, in part due
to good weather in Waterville
in recent months. Currently,
work is being done to put up
the exterior steel frame, which
is expected to be completed by
the end of the month. There
are plans for a ceremony at 10
A.M. on Sept. 28 to commemorate the completion of the

steel infrastructure. Leaders
of the project and of the community will sign the last steel
beam after it is hoisted into
place. Colby students, faculty,
staff, and some members of
the Waterville community will
receive invitations to the event
this week. The next step in the
project is to fully enclose the
building before weather becomes a factor so that work
on the interior can continue
through the winter.
The complex will provide
housing for 200 Colby students, as well as for some
faculty and staff. The dorms
will be apartment units, with
either four or six bedrooms.
The apartments will contain
full sized beds and fully applianced kitchens with granite countertops. “It’s the place
you’re going to want to live,”
Clark said.
There is already a shuttle running between Colby’s
campus and downtown Waterville approximately every 30 minutes. When the
new dorms open, both the

frequency and the number
of shuttles running will increase, so that students will
be able to travel back and
forth every 15-20 minutes.
There will also be parking
associated with the building.
Ninety-five percent of Colby’s student body lives on
campus, according to U.S.
News and World Report, but
one of the College’s goals is
to move even more students
into Colby housing. Noting
that the class of 2021 is one
of the largest in the College’s
history, Clark stated that the
construction of more dorms is
“not directly tied to a planned
expansion for the College,
although it does of course
provide that flexibility in the
future.” For the time being,
having additional living space
will allow the College to assign fewer forced triples in
upcoming years.
Students housed in 150
Main Street apartments will
have a living experience geared
towards those who are looking
to have some independence

off campus while still having
a close connection with the
College. Clark disclosed that
the dorms will be available to
upperclassmen and possibly
some sophomores, but that
first years will be required to
remain in on-campus housing.
The College’s main goals for
the downtown dorm project
are to increase civic engagement and involvement in Waterville among Colby students,
and to increase the prosperity of the city itself. All Colby students living in the new
downtown apartments will be
participating in courses that
have a civic engagement component associated with them.
Further details on this program will be released by the
Residential Life Office later
this fall, but Clark suggested
that students may be working
with local community organizations or volunteering at the
homeless shelter.
There will be a new center
for civic and community engagement on the ground floor
of the building, which will be

connected with the Colby volunteer center, and will have
a whole new set of resources
and programs associated with
it. Additionally, there will be a
space called the “Community
Forum” located on the ground
floor of 150 Main Street,
which will be a multi-purpose
space used by the College to
host speakers and events in
relation to civic engagement,
all of which will be open to
the public. Clark stated that
Colby is in discussions with
Waterville about moving the
City Council into this space,
and nonprofits that have a
connection to the mission of
civic engagement will be able
to use the room for meetings
and events as well. The new
building is “not just a student
apartment complex sitting on
main street,” Clark explained,
“but really a residential community that’s deeply engaged
in the Waterville community
as well.”
The College and the city
both believe that the increased
foot-traffic that will come to

Waterville as a result of the
200 students living downtown
will provide a large boost to
local businesses. “It’s just that
idea of getting more people
downtown, engaging with local
businesses, engaging with art,
engaging with other things, and
then doing this in a way that encourages others to invest [in Waterville] alongside Colby,” Clark
said. Colby intends to continue
its efforts to recruit businesses to
Waterville in order to increase
the number of jobs in the area.
Colby aims for its own
community to have more
interaction with the City of
Waterville. Clark hopes that
inviting Waterville’s residents
into a Colby building downtown “will make Waterville
residents more comfortable
coming to Colby’s campus and
actually going to the museum,
or going to an athletic event...
and hopefully it encourages
having Colby students come
downtown and engage in a
very different way with members of this community and
learn from them.”

Lovejoy 2017 Award Recipient is Announced

B y G rant A lenson
N ews reporter
Alec MacGillis, a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter
known for his in depth reporting on social issues and
public policy, will be honored with Colby College’s
Elijah Parish Lovejoy Award
for courageous journalism.
Lovejoy was the 1826
valedictorian at Colby, at
the time called Waterville
College. After graduating,
Lovejoy became an abolitionist editor and was murdered in 1837 for writing
and publishing anti-slavery
editorials. John Quincy Adams called Lovejoy America’s first martyr to freedom
of the press.
The award, established
in 1952, honors an editor,
reporter, or publisher who
emulates the career of Elijah Parish Lovejoy, and

stands out for their journalistic achievement. Criteria
include integrity, craftsmanship, character, intelligence, and courage.
This year’s recipient,
MacGillis, was chosen for
his incisive reporting and
informed questioning on a
wide range of pressing policy issues. Currently, MacGillis covers politics and
government for ProPublica,
a nonprofit online investigative journalism organization. His stories at ProPublica includes articles
that focus on the surging
opioid crisis, housing policy, and the influence of the
oil industry and other corporations on public policy.
“The need for a free press
and a commitment to truth
in reporting has never
been more important,” said
Colby President David A.
Greene in a statement released by the College. “The
same commitment to free
inquiry and the search for
truth is essential to us at
Colby, where Lovejoy’s sacrifice is a regular reminder
of the power of ideas and
the consequences of trying to suppress them. We
are honored to recognize
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Alec MacGillis for his courageous and unyielding efforts to reveal truths that
have been carefully shielded from public scrutiny.”
Before covering politics
and government for ProPublica, MacGillis spent
three years writing for The
New Republic and five years
as a national reporter for
the Washington Post, where
he was part of the team
whose coverage of the Virginia Tech shootings won
the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for
breaking news. He was also
a metro reporter for five
years at the Baltimore Sun,
where he and collaborators
were Pulitzer finalists for
their coverage of the Beltway sniper.
MacGillis won the 2016
Robin Toner Prize for
Excellence in Political
Reporting for his collection of stories titled “The
Breakdown.” These stories
focused on the influence
of the oil industry and other corporations on public
policy and also examined
the reasons that some voters make political choices
that many analysts consider against those voters’
own interests.
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His work has appeared
in the New Yorker, Atlantic, and New York Times
Magazine. He is also the
author of The Cynic, a
2014 biography of Senator
Mitch McConnell.

Last years Lovejoy Award
was presented to Alissa J.
Rubin. As a correspondent
for the Los Angeles Times
and then the New York
Times, Rubin covered conflict from the Balkans to

Iraq and Afghanistan, particularly focusing on the
lives of women in war zones.
This years Lovejoy Convocation address will take place
at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 2, in
Colby’s Lorimer Chapel.

Courtesy of the Colby College Goldfarb Center
A photograph of this year’s Lovejoy Award recipient, Alec MacGillis, a reporter for ProPublica and respected journalist.
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New faces at Colby Coffee house gets 2017 update
By Jamie Schwartz
Staff Writer

This academic year, Colby welcomes 41 new faculty members to Mayflower
Hill. They represent 23 dif-

Name: Bonnie Paige
Department:
Colby Libraries
Why Colby?
Colby students are curious, driven, and engaged
with the world.
Something I’m looking forward to is…
seeing all of the amazing speakers Colby brings
to campus.
If I could switch departments for a day, I would
pick…
Computer Science to build
myself a robot officemate!
Name: Justin Becknell
Department: Environmental Studies
Why Colby? I have always
been interested in institutions
which take teaching seriously. A few years ago, I spent a
year as a visiting professor at
a Colby-sized liberal arts college in Minnesota and I loved
it. That experience made me
want to find a permanent position at similar school.
Something I’m looking
forward to is… getting to
know the Colby College
students and, in the future,
working with them on forest
research projects.
If I could switch departments for a day, I would
pick… Art

ferent departments, come
from all over the world, and
have had countless experiences that influence where
they are today and the work
in which they engage. The
Echo was lucky enough

to pick the brains of 12 of
these professors, each of
whom were willing to share
their wealth of knowledge
with us. Make sure to say
hello the next time you see
them around!

Name: Amanda Lilleston
Department: Art
Why Colby? I am interested in using studio art as a
method of transforming ideas
into visual work, and a liberal
arts institution like Colby is a
great place for experimental
ideas and expansive artwork.

Something I’m looking
forward to is… exploring
Colby’s impressive print
collection with students at
the Colby College Museum
of Art.
If I could switch departments for a day, I would
pick… Biology

Name: Bess Koffman
Department: Geology
Why Colby? I am so excited to
be here! This really is my dream
job. I attended a small liberal
arts school (Carleton), and I’m
from Maine. When this opportunity opened up, I knew it felt
like the right job for me!
Something I’m looking for-

ward to is… working with excellent students both in the
classroom and on hands-on
research, whether in the field or
in the lab. I’m looking forward
to all these aspects of my career
at Colby.
If I could switch departments
for a day, I would pick… Environmental Studies.

Name: Chris Moore
Department: Biology
Why Colby? I had a wonderful interview! Each member of
the faculty, staff, and student
body with whom I interacted
was pleasant and engaging.
Something I’m looking forward to is… conducting student

research. The scientific endeavor asking meaningful questions
and creatively testing hypotheses is quite the adventure, and
I’m eager to expose and guide
students through the process.
If I could switch departments for a day, I would pick…
Physics

Name: Damon Mayrl
Department: Sociology
Why Colby? I was excited by
the possibility of developing
close and sustained mentoring relationships with Colby’s
bright, motivated students.
Something I’m looking

foward to is…
thinking deeply about
complex social and political
problems with my students
and colleagues.
If I could switch departments for a day, I would

Name: Elizabeth Seto
Department: Psychology
Why Colby? Colby has a
reputation for collaborative learning experiences
and seems to truly value a
mentorship model. I wanted to teach at Colby because
I believed it would give me
an opportunity to become a

dedicated teacher and mentor to students.
Something I’m looking forward to is… interacting with
students both inside and outside the classroom.
If you were the host of a
television talk show, your
first guest would be… Ryan
Gosling or Philip Zimbardo.

Name: Luke Parker
Department: German and
Russian
Why Colby? A love of liberal arts colleges (I moved from
Oberlin College) and a sense
of excitement around the future of the place.
Something I’m looking
forward to is… the people.
Living in a small commu-

nity can be a dream or a
disaster, depending on how
people relate to one another. I love the bond between
faculty and the opportunities to work so closely with
students on what I am most
passionate about.
If I could switch departments for a day, I would pick…
East Asian Studies,

Name: Meghant Sudan
Department:
Philosophy
Why Colby?
The chance to teach these
things (above).
Something I’m looking forward to is…
Parkas and thermals.
If you were the host of a
television talk show, your first
guest would be…
Kimbra; not only is she a
good musician, but I won’t
even have to talk (since we’ll
listen more–to her live set),
and I’ll get ratings for doing
this too!

Name: Thom Klepach
Department:
Biology/Chemistry/Athletics
Why Colby?
I have really enjoyed the
small liberal arts environment
at Colby. Its pretty special.
If you were the host of a
television talk show, your first
guest would be…
Trump (uncreatively), but
I’d still love to get [him] in
the hot seat.

Name: Yannick Marshall
Department:
Anthropology and African-American Studies
Why Colby?
I taught at Bates last year
and very much liked the idea
of continuing to teach in the
liberal arts tradition of open
inquiry and radical curiosity.
Something I’m looking forward to is…
being around students and
faculty who consider activism
and public intellectual life to
be as important as their scholarship–and the dining halls.
If you were the host of a
television talk show, your first
guest would be…
Thandiswa Mazwai.

pick… History.

Name: Caitrin Eaton
Department:
Computer Science
Why Colby?
When I first met the members of the Colby CS dept., I
started to worry that I would
not be able to find a kinder,
more dedicated group of faculty anywhere else. When I
had lunch with Colby students
during the interview process, I
got to hear first hand how engaged and curious the students
are. ISomething I’m looking
forward to is…
working with students who
place a greater value on breadth
of experience and creativity in
problem solving. I’m very excited to see what Colby’s fantastic students come up with.
If I could switch departments
for a day, I would pick… Art in
a hot minute.
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By Gretchen O’Brien
Staff Writer

Stepping into the new Mary
Low Coffee House takes one’s
breath away. It is unlike any other
building on campus and was initiated and run all by Colby students.
The idea, creation, design, and
programming for the space were
spearheaded by current and past
students at Colby. Maggie Burgos
`18, who is a barista at the coffee
house, said that it has been a great
experience building and creating the idea of the coffee house.
“Watching more and more students come into the Mary Low
coffee house has been really satisfying especially because a main
goal is for this space to be comfortable for all students to either
come and hang with friends or
to do homework alone, whatever
someone needs, this space should
provide it,” said Burgos. However,
it’s been a long process getting to
this point.
Kim Donaldson ’17 came into
Colby her freshman year and noticed the lack in usage of the Mary
Low Coffee House and the lack of
coffee. “I asked campus life how
the Mary Low Coffee House could
work again, and become more
of a coffee house and a space for
students,” said Donaldson. Donaldson, at first, did not get an affirmative answer from Campus
Life about how to use the Coffee
House; however, she soon found
others on campus who shared
similar thoughts about how the
coffee house could be used to benefit Colby’s community.
Burgos was one of the students
who shared those thoughts. Once
at Colby, Burgos joined the Mary
Low coffee club. “This was the first
step we took to show the administration we were serious about
wanting a coffee house on campus,” said Burgos. The club consisted of a few baristas with some
money for an espresso machine.
Although baristas were paid and
the club was getting a bit more
publicity, the hours for the coffeehouse were irregular (usually
nights and on weekends), so the

club continued to push for better
hours and a more legitimate space.
Coming back from being
abroad, Donaldson kicked off her
senior year with a big push for renovating and legitimizing the Mary
Low Coffee House.
“During my time abroad in
Scotland, I took an anthropology
class where I had to do ethnographic research in Edinburgh,”
said Donaldson “and I chose to
study coffee houses.” During her
time abroad, Donaldson went into
coffee houses and observed how
the design of the space interacts
with the people and how that creates interactions with the coffee.
Donaldson was interested in “independent coffee houses that created their own style with different
demographics and a space where
individuals come together and can
be alone together.”
Donaldson enrolled in Anthropology of Public Engagement
with Professor Besteman, where
she continued her ethnographic
work by observing how students
used the Mary Low Coffee House.
It was during these observations
when Donaldson began gaining
more support in making Mary
Low Coffee House into a working
and regular café.
During the spring of 2017,
Donaldson and Mia Hamilton
’19, set up a meeting with President Greene and Brian Clark to
discuss creating a coffee house.
During this initial meeting, Donaldson and Hamilton were able to
discuss their goals of the space and
Donaldson was able to share the
3D model she created. “President
Greene, on the spot, said we are going to make this a thing and we will
fund you,” said Donaldson. Hamton also describes this meeting and
said “it was a great feeling to have
immediate support from President
Greene and the administration.”
Throughout this past summer
Hamilton and Donaldson were
able to work alongside with Campus Life and PPD to begin the renovations for the coffeehouse. Donaldson, now Assistant Director of
Admissions as well as the liaison
for the coffee house, said that plan-

ning and creating the layout for the
space was an incredible experience, especially with the continued
support of Campus Life and PPD.
“The fact that this has been a really
amazing effort that has been, over
time, influenced by different hands
contributing to the project, and
they have all been really positive
contributions,” said Donaldson.
“It also shows the importance of
student initiative and really solidifies the fact that this will be part of
Colby for a really long time.”
Burgos, Donaldson, and Hamilton all share the same goal of using
this amazing space for all students,
faculty, and staff. All agree that this
should be a shared, safe space for all
to be imaginative and creative. “It’s
a place where we can be together,
even if we are alone together” said
Donaldson. But there is more to
come of this space. Hamilton explains her desire to keep improving
the space, “at some point I want it
to be open to all of the Waterville
community,” said Hamilton.
With many future goals for the
space as well as initiative to allow
any and all to use it, the Mary
Low Coffee House is ready and
here for all of the Colby Community. With a new website as
well, https://marylowcoffeehouse.
wordpress.com/coffee-community/, the Mary Low Coffee House
and those who work there “want
it to be a place that is less hectic
than the Spa and an area where
you know your barista and know
where you are getting your coffee
from,” said Hamilton. Using this
website, students can see what
events are happening, the Barista’s spotify playlist, and where the
coffee house is getting their beans,
which are all from local spots in
Maine. The dedication, work, and
love by students, faculty, and staff
for this coffee house shines brightly in the design and the aura one
gets when walking into the space.
It is strongly encouraged that all
walk in and take a look, “even if
you do not like coffee, you should
still come and enjoy what we have
to offer,” said Burgos.
Hours are: Sunday - Thursday
8 am - 4pm.

NESCAC News: Middlebury’s new speaker policy
By Adelaide Bullock
Associate Editor

Campus turmoil and debate over
freedom of speech and speakers on
campus is not as easily forgotten as
last semester’s courses. Middlebury
College’s incident with guest speaker Charles Murray and student protesters dominated national news cycles and is often cited in debates on
freedom of speech on campuses. In
2016, a Middlebury student group,
the American Enterprise Group,
which describes itself on their website as interested in limited federal
government and a strong national
defense, invited author Charles
Murray to speak. Murray is a political scientist and author known
for his 1994 book The Bell Curve,
where he stated that socioeconomic
status is related to race and intelligence. Student protesters said that
his beliefs were racist. Sixty seven
students were sanctioned for their
role in the protest, which turned
violent. Students pulled fire alarms,
and masked protesters shoved
Murray and the faculty interviewer,
Allison Stanger, and rocked their
car back and forth and jumped on
the hood. Stanger sustained a concussion after a protester pulled her
hair and twisted her neck.
The New York Times reported
that the sanctions against students
ranged from probation to an official college disciplinary action with
a permanent record on a student’s
transcript. No students were suspended or expelled.
In response to this incident, Middlebury announced a policy change
for speakers and events last week.
On Sept. 15, 2017, Provost Susan
Bladridge announced over email
some “interim procedures” concerning events and speakers to the
Middlebury community. The policy was later posted on the Newsroom on Middlebury’s website.
Although the Murray incident was
not directly referenced, she referred
to Charlottesville and other recent
Location:
Bixler Art Museum
Dana Hall
Dana Hall
Perkins-Wilson hall
East Quad

threats against colleges as an incentive for updated event policies. The
new procedures include requires
all event scheduling requests to be
reviewed by staff weekly to pinpoint
any events that could be controversial and “in the event of a credible
likelihood, based on prior incidents
or current evidence, that an event is
likely to be the target of threats or violence, the Threat Assessment and
Management Team will conduct
a risk assessment of the event.” In
cases where the Threat Assessment
and Management Team identifies
significant risk to the community,
the president and senior administration will work with the event
organizers to revise the event plan,
but “in cases of imminent and credible threat to the community that
cannot be mitigated by revisions to
the event plan would the president
and senior administration consider
canceling the event.” Although Bladridge emphasized that these policies are temporary, she stated that
faculty, staff and students would
work to create a permanent policy.
Bladridge also highlighted the importance of freedom of speech at
Middlebury, writing “Middlebury
is a place devoted to the fundamental values of free expression and academic freedom.”
Chandler Nemetz, class of 2018
at Middlebury, said “I do believe that
there needs to be a new policy put in
place to address the risk of speakers
before they are brought on campus.
However, this can potentially limit
the overall range of thoughtful voices
that can speak on campus.”
These new policies have already
attracted national attention, largely in part to a prominent alumni
tweeting his opinion. Ari Fleischer,
class of 1982, was White House
Press Secretary under President
George W. Bush, now runs a media company, Ari Fleischer Sports
Communications, and regularly
contributes to Fox News. Fleischer
has returned to Middlebury as a
guest speaker on multiple occaComments:
Injury, Visitor
Illness
Illness
Alchohol
Alchohol

sions, most recently as a guest of the
Middlebury College Republicans.
On Sept. 15, the same day the policy
changes were announced, Fleischer
tweeted “Heads up to reporters
who cover First Amendment Issues. @Middlebury later today will
announce a policy that rewards the
heckler’s veto” and “Speakers will
not be allowed on campus if groups
on campus say they will shut down
the speeches. Midd will actually legitimize the heckler’s veto.”
Colby assistant professor of English Aaron Hanlon, known for his
opinion piece “Advice for My Conservative Students” in the New York
Times, said that the Middlebury
policy could be used to shut down
discourse. “I do think there’s a risk
that the Middlebury policy could
be used in bad faith by groups who
simply disagree with certain speakers,” he said. However, he cautioned
rejecting the new policy, saying that
colleges are in a difficult position.
“Events in Charlottesville, Berkeley,
Seattle and elsewhere have shown
us that violent protest on the left and
right are real threats to force colleges
to put imperfect policies in place…
physical safety can’t be overlooked
or dismissed as simply kowtowing
to the ‘heckler’s veto.’”
The attitude towards hate speech
and the role speakers play on campus has changed in the past few
years -- Professor Hanlon wrote his
New York Times piece that 2016 was
a record year for withdrawing invitations from speakers, mostly related to backlash from students.
However, colleges increasingly
need to balance freedom of speech
and open discourse with safety
concerns. Hanlon said that “Colleges--which have a fundamental
responsibility to protect the physical
safety of everyone on campus--are
in the tough position of having to
weigh the risks of violence like we
saw in Charlottesville against ideals
about the kind of safe, open, rigorous exchange of ideas that we must
strive for.”
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Colby staff move to new downtown offices
By Claire Borecki
Staff Writer

As of August 17, some
Colby staff have moved
downtown into the Hains
building, marking the first
official transition of College
staff off-campus.
Colby purchased the Hains
building in 2015 for $220,000,
shortly after purchasing the
Levine building, at 9 Main
St., for $200,000. The buildings were the first major
procurements of the Waterville Revitalization Project,
which a few years later has
already made visible changes
to downtown Waterville and
provided a source of relief for
the city’s dwindling tax base.
The building has remained
on the city’s tax rolls, despite
Colby’s nonprofit status—a
decision reflective of Colby’s
commitment to community.
About 15 employees working in advancement, research, and gift processing, as
well as museum staff are now
housed in the Hains building.
Other employees are encouraged to take advantage of its
resources, including a conference room and and training site for human resources.
The move has been wellreceived by employees, many
of whom will park on campus
and take the shuttle downtown. The shuttle is open to

both students and staff, although the back-and-forth
trips are conducted at a fairly
modest frequency (about
once every 45 minutes.)
Once the student apartments
downtown are complete,
more frequent shuttles will
be added, a change likely to
improve the Colby-Waterville connection for students
and staff alike.
“It stood about three decades derelict before the
purchase,” Vice President of
Planning Brian Clark said.
“It’s a beautiful old building,
and after a five-and-a-half
million renovation, it’s going
to be a high tech center.” In
fact, the 108-year-old downtown building was added
to the Maine’s Most Endangered Historic Resources list
in 2012; Colby’s efforts removed it.
The building on 173
Maine Street is affectionately known as the Hains
Building. “In Maine, buildings are always named for
the previous owner,” noted
Clark. It’s a cultural oddity that he of all people
would know; Clark is intimately aware of the culture,
families, and businesses of
downtown Waterville.
Clark worked with President Greene in Strategic
Initiatives during his time
at the University of Chicago, when both were tasked

with uplifting the local
economy and strengthening connections between
student and community.
Clark’s current project
at Colby is the Colby-Waterville Partnership. The
project aims to increase
economic activity, generating new jobs and attracting
investors. The Administration hopes it will create a
stronger sense of place and
a better environment for pedestrians and visitors.
The project has been
spearheaded by Greene since
his arrival at Colby. Progress is visible, with the Hains
building now occupied and
construction of the hotel
and mixed-use development
underway expected to open
in 2018. The Hains building
and the student apartmen
will have retail space on the
ground floor, and the hotel
on the Levine’s site will have
a public restaurant and bar.
It’s only fitting historically
that Colby staffers are headed back downtown. Founded
in 1813, Colby College was
originally in downtown Waterville but moved to Mayflower Hill in the early 1940s
to expand the campus. The
Waterville community was
eager to keep the College
within reach, and a citizens
committee found the Mayflower Hill location and
raised $107,270 from more

than 600 donors to purchase
it. Colby has been involved
with the local community
since the 1800s, when theological students preached
at local churches. More recently Colby students spent
43,000 hours engaging with
local nonprofits and agencies last year alone.
Waterville downtown has
struggled in recent decades.
The city lost much of what
had been its manufacturing base, and many workers
were forced to abandon the
area. Businesses along Main
Street closed. But recent revitalization has breathed life
back into the town, and the
Colby-Waterville Partnership will continue to take
steps forward.
Even in the Hains building, new employee occupancy is only a temporary step.
“Right now we are slowly
moving in CGI, a tech company that will bring a lot
of jobs to Waterville,” says
Brian Clark.
The idea is that CGI will
slowly take over the Hains
building and become a new
economic center in town with
more than 100 employees, at
which point Colby staffers
will move to a new location.
“This is a step in developing economic stability,” adds
Clark. “We’re working with
an attainable set of goals. It’s
all attainable.”

Courtesy of Peter Brown
Colby staff has started moving into the Hains building on 173 Main Street

Alfond Youth Center begins construction on greenhouse complex
By Ali Naseer

Local News Reporter
Construction began Sept. 2
on an expansion of Waterville’s
Alfond Youth Center. The expansion project will be a 50foot biodome, or greenhouse
complex, which will become
the flagship of the Center’s Sustainable Gardening Program.
Expected to have its grand
opening on October 25, the
biodome will be named the
Mary Nash Beaubre Greenhouse, after the late mother of
chief donors John and Mark
Beaubre. Beaubre is the founder of the Maine Celebrity Classic annual golf tournament
fundraiser, and chose to direct
this year’s funds to the biodome. Beaubre explained that
he chose to do so because, “I

needed to find a way to memorialize mom’s love for kids and
gardening at the Boys & Girls’
Club in which I grew up.”
In addition to volunteering
at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club
throughout the 1970s and
80s, Mary Nash Beaubre was
a central member of the Garden Club and was intimately
involved with, among other
considerations, the landscaping surrounding the merger of
these two clubs.
This project has been three
years in the making. Alfond
Youth Center Marketing and
Communications
Director
Christa Lavenson told the Echo
that Center CEO Ken Walsh
had been considering the idea
of a greenhouse since 2014.
When Beaubre found this idea
to be a way to honor his mother’s impact on her communi-

ties, they began raising operational funds.
Other donors included
Hannaford
Supermarkets,
and Lowe’s, which contributed a $50,000 grant as part
of its Renovation Across the
Nation program.
The Alfond Youth Center,
which incorporates both Waterville’s Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs
and YMCAs, plans to use this
new space to host various science and nature-oriented youth
enrichment programs.
The completed biodome
will include a solar powered
ecosphere, hydroponics and
aquaponics learning labs, and
a cutting-edge greenhouse
with fresh, healthy produce
available to the Center’s Kid’s
Kitchen and Weekend Backpack programs.
Lavenson was excited about

Courtesy of the Alfond Youth Center
The Alfond Youth Center began construction on its greenhouse complex this month. It is expected to open by Oct. 25.

the innovative technologies
involved with the biodome:
“It’s got these great vents up
top that are run on beeswax
so that when it gets hot, it expands and pushes the piston
out, lets air in. When it gets
cold, it contracts and closes, all
automatic, don’t have to do a
thing., she said.
The biodome will use these
technologies to maintain a
55-degree Fahrenheit internal temperature regardless of
outside conditions. It will also
include wheelchair ramps and
paved floors to make the Center accessible to all.
Exciting opportunities available to the kids will include
STEM workshops and a “run
your own produce stand” activity at the Waterville Farmer’s
Market. The Center will also
hold community garden days
for local enthusiasts of all ages.
Lavenson outlined for the
Echo primary outcomes the
Center hope to see. The Center aims to use this biodome
to “improve nutrition for our
youth, involve family members
in the Garden-to-Table process so that nutritious diets are
taken home and transferred to
our families, and teach small
business skills with a youth run
Farmer’s Market stand at the
Waterville Farmer’s Market.”
This biodome will expand
the Youth Center’s capabilities in helping to combat the
issue of childhood poverty in
Maine. Approximately 43,000
children in Maine are living in
poverty, defined as belonging
to a household earning below
$20,000 yearly income for a
family of three.
While federal programs
such as Temporary Assistance

for Needy Families (TANF)
aim to aid these families, purchasing power of such payments have dwindled from
2001-16, further squeezing
parents. These programs also
struggle to educate families regarding healthy food options
and provide the funds to afford
nutritious meals.
In line with these statewide
trends, 90 percent of children
which attend the Center’s
after-school programs are eligible for free lunch programs.
Already, the Center’s Sustainable Gardening Program and
other offerings have enabled
communities to achieve better
childhood nutrition.
This past growing season,
the Center’s 19 beds, which
are managed and monitored
by children attending the
program, produced fresh produce to provide nutritious
meals to the Kid’s Kitchen
program. The Kitchen used
this produce to provide nutritious meals to around 200 atrisk youth daily. This program
also provided healthy school
lunches to children from 75
families each week.
Lavenson summed up the
Sustainable Gardening Program’s philosophy regarding
invigorating communities via
enabling the youth: “for about
60% of those kids, it’s the last
hot meal they get before going to bed at night. So we feel
that it’s very important not only
to give them a healthy meal,
but teach them about where it
comes from and let them have
a part in feeding themselves by
tending this garden.”
She added, “Kids love it!”
The Center aims to use the
biodome to expand their ca-

pability to aid and enable, and
also provide these services during the nine months outside the
growing season.
The Echo asked Lavenson
what she is most excited to see
once the biodome is opened.
“The possibility of providing a
real Garden-To-Table experience for our over 200 kids that
attend our After School and
Summer Enrichment programs
daily. I can’t wait for them to
plant, care for, and harvest the
produce that they will then
learn how to use in recipes,
prepare healthy and nutritious dishes with them, then
eat them in our Kid’s Kitchen.
Our at risk youth will literally
be feeding themselves a healthy
diet.” she said.
Lavesnon explained that,
through a lifetime of service
to sustainable agriculture and
gardening-oriented initiatives,
Mary Nash Beaubre invigorated her communities and the
state of Maine. Having learned
these virtues from his mother,
her sons are now paying it forward, thereby continuing their
mother’s legacy and impact.
The impact of the Youth Center and the soon-to-be-opened
biodome can be measured in
terms of meals provided, the
skills developed by enabled
youth, the dedication of the
project’s originators, such as
corporate donors and Beaubre,
or the passion of its coordinators, such as Lavenson herself.
Regardless of which metric is chosen, the Echo looks
forward to documenting the
value driven by the Mary
Nash Beaubre biodome as it
enables and excites Waterville’s children, and invigorates Maine communities.

Itali-ah plans to deliver authentic Italian cuisine
By Louisa Goldman
Associate Editor

Just as eager freshmen
trade out their high school
uniforms and Lily Pulitzer
for Birkenstocks and flannels, owners of downtown
Waterville’s Itali-ah Market
and Restaurant have similarly decided to “reinvent” their
shop for the upcoming year.
Itali-ah caters to all diners,
whether they want to have
nice sit down meal, need
Italian cooking supplies, or
simply desire a quick coffee
and gelato.
Formerly known as Napoli
Market, the authentic Italian
grocer located on 74 Main
Street was bought in November of 2016 by current
owner, Jennifer Bergeron.
She began renovations in
April of 2017, and in a recent
interview with the Echo, expressed her excitement for
the restaurant’s reopening.
“I saw a huge potential in
the business, which began
as an Italian specialty market. My idea was to expand
with a full service restaurant
serving authentic regional
Italian fare to augment the
market, exposing people to
Italian products not normally found in America, let
alone Maine,” Bergeron said.
While the restaurant is in
the midst of a “soft open-

ing,” Bergeron and Executive
Chef Jonathan Rosenbloom
have taken time to refine
their menu, making sure that
it provides the most authentically Italian experience for
its patrons as possible. In
fact, Rosenbloom himself
lived and worked as a chef in
Italy for 20 years, gaining a
wealth of knowledge on Italian cuisine which he brought
back with him to Waterville and Itali-ah. His and
Bergeron’s ‘shared vision for
Itali-ah,’ Bergeron explained,
aligns “with a strong belief
in the renewal of downtown
Waterville was the impetus
for the restaurant side of the
business. We’ve realized this
vision by putting several elements of the Italian culinary
experience under one roof.”
Bergeron hopes that Colby’s revitalization efforts
with the downtown area will
help her business thrive, as
the former retail shop owner has “always been a firm
believer in downtown Waterville and says she is “excited for the changes happening here.”
Indeed, she makes plain
the restaurant’s Maine roots
with the name Itali-ah, which
she chose since it conveyed,
“tongue in cheek, that we are
Italian, but with a Maine accent”. Although Bergeron expressed that the focus of the
restaurant “is 100% on Italian

goods and food, we will feature Maine products or companies that make or carry
Italian type products.” For
example, Itali-ah will feature
Speckled Ax Coffee which is
roasted in Maine over hardwood, Italian style, as well as
Pascucci Coffee from Italy.
True to its name, Italiah’s look is authentically
Italian, from the vintage
venetian light fixtures to
the custom fabricated banco bar. “The true centerpiece of our open kitchen”,
Bergeron explained, “is the
wood-fired artisan oven
handmade in Naples, Italy
and adorned with artisan Palladian tiles in red,
white, and green.” All of the
store’s items were hand selected by Rosenbloom and
Bergeron in order to maintain authenticity; in fact,
a two-month delay in the
delivery of specific Italian
items has caused the soft
opening to be prolonged
longer than intended. “Our
tables and dishes etc. are
over two months late so far,”
Bergeron explained, “but we
are making due with rented
tables and locally purchased
items for service. Of course,
we wouldn’t want to officially open before our look
was complete.”
Of course, at the center of
the market place and restaurant is the food. And while

the market offers a selection
of sauces, noodles, meats,
cheeses, and more that are
not available anywhere nearby, Bergeron is quite possibly most excited about the
meals prepared by her chefs
in the restaurant. Truly dedicated to maintaining Italian
authenticity, the restaurant’s
“pizziaolo” (pizza maker)
and head chef went to Scuola Associazione Vera Pizza
Napoletana in Naples, Italy,
where they were trained and
certified in the art of Neopolitan pizza making, which
is a very complex undertaking, Bergeron explained. But
the menu does not stop at
pizza; handmade noodles
are prepared every day for
the restaurant’s signature
pasta offerings, and gelato is
made in house with an Italian Carpigiani machine. In
addition, wine tastings and
dinners with chefs are offered nearly every month.
Since Itali-ah has not officially “reopened” its menu
and hours are subject to
change. Nevertheless, the
market place and restaurant
are open from 8 a.m. to 9
p.m. everyday but Sunday.
Menus are posted around
campus on dorm bulletin
boards, and in dining halls.
For more information on
Itali-ah Market and Restaurant, visit their Facebook
page or call (207) 660-4584.

Courtesy of Peter Brown
Napoli Market plans to formally re-open as Itali-ah after renovations this year.
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Jinyan Zeng named 2017 Oak Institute fellow
BY AMYA B HALLA

Contributing Writer
Jinyan Zeng, a Chinese
filmmaker, blogger, activist, and scholar, is on campus as the 2017 Oak Human
Rights Fellow at Colby. This
is the first time in its nearly
20-year history that the Oak
Institute for Human Rights
has selected someone from
the People’s Republic of
China as their fellow. Zeng
gave her first public talk on
September 13 in Ostrove
Auditorium, during which
she spoke about the power
of love and creativity in the
struggle for liberation. The
event was packed with eager students, faculty, and
staff who were appreciative
of Zeng’s subject matter
and approach. “I am so glad
someone is at Colby to expose us to these issues,” said
Lindsay Wong ’19.
Zeng has worked for
over a decade and a half
in China, fighting for the
civil rights of HIV-AIDS
patients and political dis-

sidents. She also protests
against gender based discrimination, factory worker exploitation, and environmental pollution.
Challenging the authority
of the communist party-state,
Zeng’s work led to her detention and surveillance, the subject of her first documentary
in 2006, Prisoners in Freedom
City, which recounted her experience living under house
arrest in Beijing.
Her most recent film, We
the Workers , had its world
premier at the Rotterdam
International Film Festival
in January 2017 and will be
screened at Colby on October 8. During the production of that film, the Chinese party-state detained
several of the featured
labor activists, placed a
few of them under house
arrest, and forced others
to make “confessions” on
state television.
In 2017, Zeng earned a
Ph.D. from the University
of Hong Kong, where she
studied film, gender, and

cyber-activism. Her dissertation focused on the work
of Ai Xiaoming, a feminist
professor of literature and a
documentary filmmaker in
China. Zeng is cofounder
of the Chinese Independent
Documentary Lab in Hong
Kong and the leading curator of an independent Chinese film series.
During the semester,
Zeng looks forward to editing footage for a new documentary on the pro-democracy “Umbrella Movement”
in Hong Kong. She is eager
to talk with Colby faculty,
staff, and students who are
curious about China, film,
and human rights. She will
be working with a number
of different departments,
from Women, Gender, and
Sexuality Studies to Cinema Studies, collaborating and interacting with
students and professors as
much as possible.
“We are thrilled to bring
Jinyan Zeng to Colby,” said
Walter Hatch, director of
the Oak Institute for the

Study of International Human Rights. “She has an
amazing set of skills—academic intelligence, artistic
creativity, and profound
courage. The fellowship
will give her a chance to
recharge and will give us a
chance to learn more about
the human rights situation
in China.”
The Oak Institute, he
said, will use this opportunity to highlight the
powerful role of documentary film in advancing the
cause of human rights. The
institute will also be hosting a Human Rights Film
Series throughout the fall
semester, entitled “Resistance and Repression”. It
will feature movies focused
on domestic issues like the
Ferguson protests, such as
Whose Streets? , and also
on international struggles
like the Free Brazil Movement, such as #Resistance.
The series will also screen a
Colby professor and alumni
collabortive film project,
The Maribor Uprisings .

Courtesy of Amya Bhalla

Jinyan Zeng, a Chinese filmmaker, activist, and scholar was chosen as the Oak Institute for
Human Rights Fellow for the 2017-18 year. Zeng gave her first public talk on September 13.

Colby student uses skills in Hurricane Harvey aid
B Y H ANNAH S OUTHWICK
Contributing Writer

When preparing to face
a natural disaster, many focus on their own survival
and well-being, but for Nile
Dixon ’20, taking action
and fighting to aid his community was instinctual. As
one of tens of thousands
of Houstonians impacted
by the devastation of Hurricane Harvey this August,
Dixon helped others by using his knowledge of technology and his passion for
civic engagement.
Despite having experienced
hurricanes in the past, Dixon
was astounded by the concentration of rain and continuous
flooding impacting Houston
during Harvey.
“At first it kind of felt like it
was just going to be like any
other flood,” recounted Dixon.
“But it was so much more rain
than expected and it was kind
of crazy to see that happen.”
As the city filled with water, thousands of Houstonians
were forced to seek shelter after their homes were destroyed
by flooding. Dixon’s family home experienced minor
leaking, but they did not lose
power or have to evacuate.
Throughout the storm, Dixon
pondered the efficiency of the
relief effort.
“I saw a list of shelters
circulating on the Internet
and I thought how I would

want to know how to get to
a shelter if I couldn’t stay in
my house,” said Dixon. “But
if I didn’t have Internet, I
couldn’t really figure it out.
I would have to hope that I
would find out somehow.”
Dixon recognized that
even if individuals were
able to access the list, they
would not be able to tell
which shelter was nearest
to them or if each shelter
was still accepting people.
From this realization, Dixon decided to create a ‘textbot’ to make it easier to locate shelters efficiently.
“There were two separate
parts,” explained Dixon.
“First was trying to aggregate a list of shelters, and
second was calling each
shelter to see if they were
still accepting individuals.”
Using this information,
Dixon established a phone
number users could text for
recommendations for the
closest available shelter to
their zip code.
“The textbot would be
like if you had a friend who
was a computer,” said Dixon. “You send it a text and
it texts back.”
After creating the technology, he faced challenges
spreading the word to people in need.
“The hardest part was
getting it into the hands of
people who needed it,” said
Dixon. “We tried through
social media and that was

what got a lot of people using it.”
“There were people who
would see it on Facebook
and then they would share
it with a friend who might
not have access to Facebook at that particular
time,” Dixon continued.
While Dixon was unable
to track the exact number of
people who used the textbot
without slowing its performance, he estimates that
the bot received messages
from over 4,500 unique individuals and was active for
about five days.
Now that Houstonians
are focusing on de-mucking their homes and finding temporary housing, the
bot is no longer needed for
immediate shelter. Looking back on the process
of creating the bot, Dixon
learned valuable lessons
about entrepreneurship and
civic engagement.
“If you have something
that can really help people,
find the right time and you
will definitely be successful in actually making your
product viable and sustainable,” advised Dixon. “In a
time of need, I made something that helped people.”
Using technology to help
people has been Dixon’s
goal since he began learning about coding as a junior
in high school. He attended
weekly meetings organized
by Sketch City, a non-profit
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“Humanitarian Toolbox
reached out to me and talked about possibly developing it further and making it
much more robust for other
cities to use in a time of
need,” said Dixon.
Additionally, the technology will be repurposed to
address other issues. For
example, he is working on
improving a program that
makes it easier for homeless
people to find shelters and
food. He also wants to expand the technology to encourage political awareness.
“I’m using my skills with
technology to address other
social and political issues…
developing technology to
increase awareness about
what’s happening in our local
and state government” said
Dixon. “For example, in the
city of Waterville we have all
these ordinances being passed
and it’s interesting to see how
much of what is being passed
we don’t know about.”
Never one to shy away from
taking action, Dixon will continue to find solutions to the
problems he observes.
“If you have the inspiration to do something in a
particular moment, and
there isn’t any reason why
you shouldn’t, then I think
you should do it,” said Dixon. “You can do something
to help people in a time of
need, you just have to have
the desire and motivation to
do so.”

Colby summers: students take advantage of Colby’s campus
BY JAMES BURNETT
Features Reporter

This summer, Colby students traveled near and far for
jobs, internships, and research
experiences. Nearly 175 of
them, however, opted to spend
at least a portion of their summer on campus. Life at Colby
during the off season is a
unique experience; during this
time, campus becomes a bustling hub of activity that hosts
more than 6,000 people from
across the country for art and
sports camps, conferences,
seminars and more. The Echo
interviewed three students
who experienced this season
at Colby firsthand to hear their
thoughts on their campus jobs
and summer social lives.
Holly Lauren Garcia ’20
worked as a research assistant
for a Spanish professor, Rebeca
L. Hey-Colón. More specifically, Garcia studied the life of
Gloria Anzalduá, a queer Mexican-American ecofeminist.
Anzalduá is best known for

her book Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza about
growing up on the border between Texas and Mexico. Because Hey-Colón is writing a
book about Anzalduá, Garcia’s
responsibilities included reading articles, creating annotated
bibliographies, and navigating
databases to discover new perspectives on Anzalduá’s work.
Why did Garcia choose to
stay on campus this summer?
Like many who visit Maine
during the warm months of
the year, Garcia hoped the atmosphere would be both productive and relaxing. During
the interview, it seemed that
her hopes came to fruition;
Garcia spent lots of time at
Colby’s Hume Center as well as
playing with her dog by Johnson Pond and catching up on
the hours of sleep she missed
during last semester. She also
met lots of new people, including fellow student workers and
Colby alumni. Garcia had just
one complaint—next summer
she hopes to spend her time

doing a job with more handson experience in the Waterville community so that she
can spend a little less time in
the library.
Kyndell Stewart ’20, who
worked in Miller library over
the summer, had a similar experience to Garcia. Like Garcia, Stewart mentioned how
much she enjoyed Maine’s
weather, which she appreciated
on her excursions throughout
the state to places like Popham
Beach in Phippsburg and
Mount Pisgah in Winthrop.
On campus, Stewart spent her
time at the gym, swimming in
the Athletic Center’s pool, and
working at the library’s service
desk. As an employee, Stewart’s responsibilities included
checking books in and out as
well as directing alumni and
guests around the library. Her
favorite part of the job was
when she could get creative
by contributing to the viewing cases that greet those who
walk into the library. She also
enjoyed reading books and

drawing when no one in the
library needed assistance.
So what did Stewart think
of the summer Colby experience? She explained that
“summer in Maine is a lot different than during the school
year because the number of
students on campus is significantly lower, there are fewer
school-wide events happening, and the dining halls have
very limited food options and
hours.” Rather than being better or worse than during the
school year, Stewart admitted
that summers at Colby are
“bittersweet”, since there are
fewer friends and classmates
to share exciting experiences
with. She had to explore the
state alone.
Another student worker,
Emily Carter ’20, spent most
of her summer working for a
researching program studying
the sacred Orthodox Church
forests in Amhara, Ethiopia. The eight-week program
known as Research Experience
for Undergraduates (REU)

gave eight American undergraduates the opportunity to
conduct research with Colby
Environmental Studies professors Travis Reynolds and
Denise Bruesewitz. Their research consisted of analyzing
and collecting data using ecological and social surveys as
well as Geographic Information Systems analyses (GIS).
Carter’s specific research
project focused on whether
the use of stone building
materials rather than timber
could help preserve and expand forests.
Halfway through the summer, Carter further demonstrated her passion for environmental issues by collecting
water and sediment samples
from the Kennebec River for
a research project on microplastic pollution.Once the
sampling was complete, Carter processed the sediment to
separate the organic matter
from the pollutants. Between
her two research experiences,
Carter worked a lot this sum-

mer. In her free time, she took
a trip to New York City and
Professor Reynolds’ property
in Vermont with her fellow
REU researchers.
She explained that because only 175 students were
are on campus, it was essential to find a close-knit
“summer squad” to spend
time with. Having summer
friends helped Carter deal
with the monotonous dining hall food and the throngs
of middle school campers.
Despite these minor annoyances, Carter said she would
“hands-down” come back
to Colby next summer. Her
home state of Oklahoma does
not offer as many job opportunities as here at Colby, and
Maine’s minimum wage is
much higher. Not to mention,
conducting research as an
undergraduate looks great on
a resume for a future job or
even graduate school. Carter
summed up her summer experience: “Great weather,
great pay, great people.”
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It’s Not All Fine: Commuter Parking in Crisis
By Natalie Oakes
Contributing Writer
As more students than
ever before have arrived at
Colby, some students have
expressed dismay at the
lack of parking on campus.
This morning, I spent
20
minutes
driving
around the Mary Low and
Bobs parking lots looking
for a single space, a familiar experience for many
of the students living offcampus this year.
As most of us know,
Colby had a record year
for admissions this past
spring. This yielded a class
of more than 500 students
that have made our campus more diverse, competitive, and crowded. Colby
needs a significant portion
of the student body to live
off-campus so that it can
provide enough housing
for these new first-years.
This amounts to at least

80 students that, had they sible alternative to dorms
not sought alternative or the senior apartments.
housing, would have sigThis has not proven to
nificantly complicated the be true this year. Many of
dorm situation on campus us were shocked to receive
this year.
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On returning from abroad
By Eliza Adams
Contributing Writer
Last semester, I traded
Foss grilled cheeses for
Irish scones and Maine
hiking for exploring the
Cliffs of Moher. I was surrounded by Irish brogues
everywhere I went, and
butter became a fifth
food group. Spending five
months in Cork, Ireland
was absolutely incredible,
but my pace of life was a
stark contrast from my
days at Colby. Suddenly,
I had just two 50-minute lectures each day and
hours on end of free time.
My roommates and I would
test out new recipes each
night and make elaborate
brunches on weekdays. We
spent afternoons wandering into new parks that
speckled the city, and made
it our personal quest to
find the best cappuccinos
in all of Cork. Needless to
say, my stress level was at
an all time low.
But I also realized there
were aspects of my crazy Colby schedule that I
missed. Tutoring in the
Farnham Writers’ Center
gives me a sense of fulfillment (along with a helpful
income) that I craved while
abroad. I realized that my
dance team here makes me
feel like I’m part of a community that I lacked when
I went away. I began to try
to replace these commitments with equivalents at

University College Cork:
even though it was uncomfortable at first, I joined
dance classes and clubs on
campus. Filling my days
this way made me feel like I
belonged at the school, but
I still relished the free moments I had to myself.
Back on campus, I am
finding that this year’s transition has been the hardest
yet, and there’s no doubt in
my mind that it’s because
of the time I spent in Cork.
I forgot what it feels like to
have back-to-back meetings,
classes, and extracurricular
activities all day until I can
barely keep my eyes open.
I was so excited to have a
kitchen this year and try out
new recipes, but on more
nights than one I’ve found
myself making frozen dinners. In my first week back
on the Hill, I realized something had to change. Though
it’s hard to say no to opportunities and quit clubs I’ve
been involved in for years, I
realized in Ireland the absolute necessity of having open
spaces in my schedule. With
that said, I sent a few e-mails
and cleared out my schedule
with the intention of slowing
things down this semester.
I also had to adjust from
living in a bustling city to
coming back to Waterville.
In a lot of ways, I missed
the quiet, peaceful Maine
life. COOT was a great way
for me to dive back in to all
the beauty this state has to
offer. At the same time, liv-

ing in Cork was exciting because everything was so accessible: I could go grocery
shopping on the way back
from class and meet my
friends downtown within
15 minutes. Just navigating
a city on my own each day
gave me a sense of independence that sometimes gets
lost on Colby’s secluded
campus. Nonetheless, hearing the birds from my window this morning and being able to see the sun rise
from Cadillac Mountain in
Acadia last weekend have
reminded me why I chose
to come to this school. As
much as I loved city life,
this feels like home.
While I still miss my
friends from last semester
and the way of life I adopted
abroad, I can only be grateful that I had that experience
because it showed me the
importance of slowing my
life down here at Colby. I’m
moving forward into the semester with the intention of
devoting myself as fully as I
can to the clubs I’m involved
in on campus and letting go
of what no longer feels fulfilling. This afternoon, I’m
planning on making some
Irish tea and reading for a
few hours. Tomorrow, I think
I’ll finally dust off my recipe
for orange-cranberry scones.
While Ireland was certainly
chaotic and messy at times,
it ultimately left me with a
sense of tranquility that I’ll
continue to keep in mind
even during the busiest days.

Dear Colby Community,
We at The Colby Echo are excited to embark on another year of
spectacular journalism. We would like to welcome all first-years
to Mayflower Hill, and we hope all returning students are as excited as we are about the upcoming school year at such a promising college. For interest in joining the staff, or contributing in
any way, please contact any of the staff listed below.
Sincerely,
Will Walkey `18 and Peg Schreiner `18

day. The actual number of
commuter spots does not
even begin to appropriately service the number
of students that live offcampus.
Worse still, huge fines
have been levied on those
who do not follow the
parking rules. Parking fines
have gone up significantly
this semester, in the range
of hundreds of dollars. It
seems unfair to charge absurd amounts of money for
new parking regulations of
which we were never made
aware. Security never sent
out any email or information regarding these new
practices. The signs that
mark where you can or
cannot park are small and
easy to miss.
Many off-campus residents have been late to
class because of the lack
of parking spots in Mary
Low. Bobs lot is an even
worse offender, with an
open spot being a rare oc-

currence. It is typically a
waste of time to look for
a spot in Bobs lot during
the day. Hillside is located far from any academic
building and is especially
inconvenient for those
who live off-campus.
A large majority of offcampus residents that I
have spoken to about parking are deeply unsatisfied
with the way that things
are right now. Based on
what I have heard, I propose a few changes. One
suggestion is to designate
a parking lot during certain hours for staff and
commuter parking only.
This would leave two full
parking lots for students
with cars who live on campus and provide commuters and staff with available
parking. Another suggestion is to limit the number
of cars that first years can
have on campus. Those
who
live
off-campus
should take priority over

the policy of free parking for all when access to
parking spots is as limited
as it is now.
While Colby has every
right to change their policies and practices on parking, these changes should
be made with appropriate
consideration for the students who need to drive to
school each day.

Courtesy of www.colby.edu
Signs on Colby’s campus attempt to help students navigate new parking regulations.

What would you give to Colby College
if you struck it rich suddenly?
dryer. Lots of students neglect
to wash their bed sheets for the
entire semester, sometimes beSenior pledge, described cause they are lazy, but someby a leader of the movement times because they just do not
as “the process for start- have the appropriate resources
ing to give back to Colby” to do so. If David Greene spent
has already begun this fall one day trying to do laundry
and has gotten me thinking in Dana, West, or Pierce, he
about issues near and dear might agree.
to my heart. If I were to have
Last week in my Geology
the money to make a large- class, albeit a large lecture, a
scale donation to Colby, what student was forced to sit on
would I put it towards?
the windowsill because the
I would argue that most classroom was out of chairs.
students
should
start This hints at a larger issue on
thinking about this, be- campus: that every classroom
cause, at some point, one is at capacity because Colby
of us will make a large keeps adding to its student
donation. That person, I population every year. Chairs
would hope, will have the for every student that possibly
students of Colby in mind pays over 65,000 a year to atwhen making that dona- tend this college would seem
tion, rather than the alum- like an obvious improvement.
ni, reputation, or outside Some facilities students use on
forces. Too often, I think, a daily basis, especially the doralumni donate without mitories with numerous forced
strings attached, giving the triples, seem outdated.
administration full power
My last idea is regarding casuover their generous dona- al athletes. My sophomore year,
tion, or they give to a part I wrote an article for the Echo
of campus that
called “Supdoes not help
port Casual
the
students
At h letes”
“I hope that my feldirectly. I hope
before the
low classmates will
that my felannouncelow classmates
ment of the
harken back to their
will
harken
new Athsenior year at Colby
back to their
letic Censenior year at
ter. In the
when making their
Colby
when
article, and
donations, and then
making their
in meetings
donations, and
regarding
decide to give.”
then decide to
the new Algive. With this
fond center,
in mind, these
I stressed
Will Walkey
are a few ideas
the
fact
Class of 2018
that
popped
that many
into my mind
students at
as I pondered
Colby are
this question.
not a part of any varsity or club
I lived in a small dorm, Tre- team, but still would like to play
worgy, last year, and it had one pick-up sporting games and use
washing machine and one the College’s athletic equipment.
dryer. The laundry buildup The new fields erected this year
was constant, the machines are stunning, so why can the
were overworked and break- College not put two soccer nets
ing down, the only truly avail- on a field that already exists:
able times were at 4:00 A.M. Runnals, or another field. Why
on a Thursday, and the price aren’t there nicer basketballs,
still went up from the year squash rackets, and volleyballs
before. Treworgy is not the behind the desk at the Athletic
only dormitory with laundry Center? I recognize that equipissues. In fact, I think nearly ment costs money and does
every residential building on not directly impact an affiliated
campus deserves at least one club or group on campus, but
more washer and one more it would impact over half the
By Will Walkey
Co-Editor-In-Chief

student body on campus (the
amount not on a varsity or club
team) in a positive manner.
Colby students chose a
small school partially because
it is assumed that a college of
just a couple thousand people
could afford to have adequate
laundry facilities, classroom
amenities, and sporting equipment, especially with an endowment of over $700 million. What frustrates me is that
the three things mentioned in
this article would cost so much
less than $700 million, or even
less than I pay to attend this
school, and yet would benefit
the general student population so much more than another massive donation to
the already-stacked art museum. I recognize that these
are pieces of art, but it is still
frustrating as a student to feel
that the big money and news
about Colby has nothing to do
with me, and more to do with
those who have graduated.
Most of the new and exciting
buildings, such as the athletic
center and the downtown dormitory, will be up after I have
left Maine. I am not frustrated
because I hate the museum or
hate the idea of artwork donations, I am frustrated because
I think we can have both large
and small donations in a community like Colby.
But, most of these donations
to the stacked art museum are
specifically given by alumni,
who perhaps have forgotten
what they wanted when they
were 19 or 21 years old and
wanted clean clothes or to
play pick-up soccer with their
friends. I believe that nearly
every student has something
cheap and small like goals or
laundry machines that they
would love to see on campus.
Students have thought about
and will continue to think
about what they would give if
they were alumni, whether it
be more gluten free options,
more coffee machines, more
chairs in the spa, or, most importantly, more financial aid.
I hope, in 30 years, when one
of my fellow classmates makes
it rich, that they do not forget
about what they wanted back
when we walked on Mayflower Hill together.

Do we want beauty over Brains?
Camilla Di Galoma
Contributing Writer
The eager pageant women representing their home
states with pride all took the
stage last week in Atlantic
City with the hopes of being crowned the 2018 Miss
America. The pageant gives
women the chance to win
scholarship money by participating in four events: Lifestyle
and Fitness, Eveningwear,
Talent, and Interviews. Every
contestant wins a scholarship
of some sort, yet the amounts
vary depending on how far
the contestant gets in the
competition. The grand prize
is a $50,000 scholarship.
In the first event, Lifestyle
and Fitness, the judges rank
women as they strut down an
aisle sporting a brightly-colored bathing suit and a spray
tan. As I watched, I couldn’t
help but wonder how these
women’s bodies could be
equated to a cash prize. Being
the very first event that contestants are weeded out from,
this subconsciously tells young
girls that their body is what primarily holds value, rather than
their intellect. The competition
ensures that people who match
a certain beauty ideal are eligible for the prize, and those that
aren’t are instantly removed

from the selection.
Contrarily, the interview
portion of the pageant dismantles the previous objectification of women from the
swimsuit portion by focusing on the women’s intellect.
Contestants are challenged to
answer complex questions facing our nation in 20 seconds
or less. The topics include concussions in football, climate
change, neo-Nazi’s and white
supremacists, and confederate
statues. Miss Texas was asked
if she agreed with President
Trump’s remarks in Charlottesville. She emphatically answered, “I think that the white
supremacist issue, it was very
obvious that it was a terrorist
attack. And I think that President Donald Trump should
have made a statement earlier
addressing the fact that and in
making sure that all Americans feel safe in this country,
that is the number one issue
right now.” Miss Texas confidently expressed her view
with a smile and showed to
the young girls watching that
participating in political discourse can be empowering.
Similarly, Miss North Dakota,
who would later be crowned
the winner of the pageant, was
asked about President Trump’s
withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord. She answered

the following:“I do believe it’s
a bad decision… there is evidence that climate change is
existing so whether you believe it or not, we need to be at
that table and I think it’s just a
bad decision on behalf of the
United States.” When young
women on national television
assertively express their political stance, they show young
children that their intellect can
be a powerful force. In this
way, the Miss America pageant encourages females to be
politically active, and in turn
assures them of the immense
value their voice can hold.
Paradoxically, the Miss
America pageant both perpetuates
heteronormative
white beauty ideals and the
objectification of the female
body, and empowers women
to use their voices for political
discourse. This juxtaposition
is in many ways a reflection
of the apparent ideological
polarization in our country
today. Many of us are entrenched in traditional gendered norms and aggravated
with liberal sensitivity, while
many of us are seeking to empower the marginalized. In
this sense, the Miss America
pageant truly reflects where
our country stands today,
bounded by our history while
simultaneously resisting.
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The Return of the “Painter From Maine”:
Marsden Hartley’s Maine
By Nina Oleynik
Associate Editor
As the self-proclaimed
“Painter From Maine,” Marsden Hartley’s new exhibit at The
Colby College Museum of Art
delivers a complex set of emotions and images pertaining to
Maine. Inspired by transcendentalist thinkers such as Emerson and Thoreau, Hartley creates a narrative about his home
state that is equal parts beautiful
and dark. His complicated relationship with Maine is laid out
between two floors of the Museum’s Upper and Lower Jette
Galleries, starting with landscape imagery and moving on
to various people and faces from
his home state.
The Museum does a good
job of laying out the biography
of Hartley (1877-1943), using a
large map on the left-most wall
of the upper gallery, charting
his time in different locations
around Maine. An American
painter and poet, Hartley was
born in Lewiston in 1877, moving up and around the state of
Maine and the rest of the country to cities such as New York
and Cleveland. After making
several trips to Europe to paint,
Hartley returned to Ogunquit,
a small beach town on Maine’s
southern coast in the summer
of 1917. There he attended the
Summer School of Graphic
Art, a popular spot for emerging artists. It was also there that
he gained interest in American
Folk art and subsequently where
his Maine imagery and emerging style took off.
The majority of Hartley’s style
can be described as Post-Impressionist. Post-Impressionist work
describes a range of art made
largely in response to the Impressionist movement. This movement began in the 1880’s and ran
through 1914. Optical effects of
color and structure are the key
aesthetic qualities of the Post-Im-

pressionist movement, as well as
the abstract form. Artists’ work
relies heavily on color and shape
to create meaning, rather than a
direct reflection of reality and the
world around them.
One piece that clearly exemplifies this style is Hartley’s
“Carnival of Autumn,” from
1908. This rich and colorful interpretation of a hillside displays
characteristic marks of Post-Impressionist work such as thickly
applied paint and clear indication of brushstroke, as well as
clumps of vibrant color, outlining a somewhat abstracted reality. The colors of blue, white and
purple construct a cool, crisp
atmosphere, evident in many
other paintings in the collection.
Though of a Maine landscape,
this painting and others like it
were said to have been inspired
by Hartley’s travels to the French
countryside, mainly Aix-enProvence, where Post-Impressionism was in full swing. This
piece is located in the Upper
Jette Gallery, situated in a larger
context of landscape art. Each
piece is a similar, yet unique view
of Maine scenery. This series of
landscape paintings also reflect
another interest of Hartley’s – an
interest in traditional crafts, specifically weaving. This, coupled
with his growing interest in folk
art, makes for a rich and haptic
quality to his work.
Moving onto the bottom
floor of the exhibit, the viewer
is overtaken by multiple images
of Mount Katahdin, the tallest peak in the state of Maine.
Hartley took an eight-day trip
to Mount Katahdin in 1939 to
create sketches that would later
be turned into painting for this
series. These images mark his
return to nature, honoring the
stunning beauty of Katahdin’s
peak, as well as the lakes surrounding it. Hartley’s appreciation of this land mass takes up
the majority of his later work
done in Maine.

Nina Oleynik
Hartley’s new exhibit in the Colby College Museum depicts scenes of Maine. Above is the center of the exhibit and behind are various landscapes by the painter himself.

Though landscape paintings
dominate the first half of this exhibit, it would be remiss to leave
out Hartley’s work in portraiture. Painted in the 1930’s and
40’s, these works display a different view of Hartley’s Maine,
focusing closely on the complex
personalities of Maine’s inhabitants. Most of these works depict
single, stoic men with strong,
dark attributes. These paintings
can be seen as dark and moody,
a reflection of Hartley’s attitude
about returning to Maine at
the time. His relationship with
his home state became increasingly more complicated as he
returned with a damaged reputation and depleted funds. Increasingly seen as an outsider,
Hartley channeled this energy
into a new style of work – lobster
fisherman, hunters and lumberjacks become his subjects – a

Pen to Paper:
My Tweed Stranger
By Ella Park
Contributing Writer
Heather ran as fast as she
could with one shoe on. Her
loose black hair waved like a
flag behind her encouraging
the gang behind her. She could
taste her blood, hear her heart
sing, and feel that person’s hand
in hers. Who was this person?
A stranger.
Heather met him five minutes ago during her shift volunteering at her local clinic.
Like any other Friday night, she
cleaned up the front desk and
swept the floor, which had been
scattered with used gloves and
candy wrappers. It was twilight
and security was poor tonight.
Why? Dr. Janice Mayer, Chief
of Medicine, planned to buy
drinks at Filthy Rose, the local
pub. Some employees were on
call; Dr. Mayer was about to depart for the night with the rest of
the employees. She apparently
got 500 bucks after winning a
local car race. Good for her.
“Make sure to lock the door
to the pharmacy tonight, Heather!” Dr. Mayer hollered as she
ran out in excitement with her
white lab coat still on.
Heather turned around about
to reassure her, but she had already disappeared. Heather
turned back around. Out of
the corner of her eye, she saw a
flash of a tweed shade, but she
didn’t recognize it as a matter of
importance. She quickly forgot
about the tweed, neglecting to
connect that it was the color of
his trench coat. Her stranger’s
trench coat.
Heather could still hear Janice’s heels proudly follow her
heartbeat all the way to her red
Jeep. What Heather did not
notice was that Dr. Mayer’s car
never started.
Heather let her hair loose in
waves and started sweeping the
dirty floor until she laid eyes
on a pair of dark boots next to
Dr. Mayer’s garnet red heels.
She gradually lifted her head
and gazed from the floor to see
Dr. Mayer with a knife to her

throat restrained by one man
in a gang. Heather swallowed
her fear, tightened her grip on
her broom, and approached
the men.
“Let her go and I won’t call security!” Screamed Heather.
The men chuckled ominously at her for a bit then settled
down. The laughter was worse
than the silence before.
Dr. Mayer whimpered.
“Save yourself,” choked
Dr. Mayer.
“The little lady should ask
us who we are and what we
want,” demanded one man in
dark sunglasses.
Heather snickered and took
a step forward, fully aware
that Dr. Mayer’s life rested in
her hands. “Why would I bow
down to a fool who wears glasses at night to hide his identity?”
snapped Heather.
“Fuck you,” the man growled
as he pushed his knife slightly
deeper into Dr. Mayer’s skin.
“Make yourself useful and go
get the drugs,”threatened one of
the men.
That was not a solution nor
was it the right solution. In a
matter of seconds, Heather
scanned her surroundings and
found herself gazing at a fire
alarm behind the men in black.
Technically, she would be breaking the law… However, Dr.
Mayer’s life was in her hands.
Heather bent down and took
off her grimy shoe. With each
long breath, she gripped her
shoe in her sweaty and trembling hand.
“Let her go and we will let you
and your boys go. Or else…”
trembled Heather.
“Or else what?” snarled the
man with the knife.
Heather threw her shoe
across the room over the men.
As the shoe flew, she took no
notice of someone strutting in
through the main doors. When
she did, Heather would never
forget his silhouette. It was
magnificent. The tall man wore
an oversized tweed coat with a
huge backpack. He grinned a
crooked smile, and mischievous

eyes danced. He was trouble.
It was even more troubling when the shoe missed
the fire alarm.
At that moment of time,
Heather locked her gaze with
this alluring stranger. It took
no words to express what eyes
could communicate.
It was not love at first glance
but survival at first glance.
Heather recklessly sprinted
like a bull towards Dr. Mayer,
separating her from the man’s
grasp. Suddenly, the tweed
stranger dropped a rainbow
parachute over the men. He
took Heather’s other free hand
and they all dashed out together.
“You stupid, girl? You should
have ran and called the authorities with your smartphone!” The
tweed stranger yelled at Heather
while running.
“I don’t think you should
be talking as your rainbow
parachute failed.” Heather
snapped back.
“My rainbow parachute
bought us time to escape,” defended the tweed stranger.
Unexpectedly, the tweed
stranger fainted in the middle
of the road, dragging the women with him. A driver in a car
stopped in its tracks and quickly
checked on them.
“My word! What happened?
Did this man hurt you?” yapped
the gasping driver.
Before Heather could answer
the driver, she had to check if he
was alive. She rested her head to
his heart and checked his pulse.
There was no pulse.
“No. He’s alive. He has to be,”
she whispered.
“Who is that man?” interrogated the driver.
“Irrelevant question. The
right question is will you help
us save him? Will you help my
tweed stranger who bought me
time and saved our lives?”
After escaping danger,
Heather’s eyes shined brightly.
Despite the towers of adventure books Heather read and
the rush of adrenaline, Heather
made a promise to herself: to
never think on her feet.

quintessential albeit hypermasculine portrayal of Maine.
A work that displays this
idea clearly is “Knotting Rope,”
from 1939-40. This dramatic
work consists only of shades of
black, tan, and white, and shows
manual excursion in line with
the athletic masculine aesthetic
of the rest of the series. Along
with his landscapes, these portraits create a vivid view of Hartley’s Maine, spanning over more
than 40 years.
The real importance of the
exhibit though, lies in the significance of the “Painter From
Maine” returning to Maine.
Coming this summer from The
MET Breuer in Manhattan, this
is the first time that Hartley’s full
breadth of work on Maine has
been shown in his native state.
The College’s exhibit allows for
a unique viewing experience,

especially for local community
members. Through these paintings, the viewer gets to see a
variety of ideas and images and
thus are allowed to compare
them to their own representations and interpretations of
their state. Hartley puts forth the
complexity and beauty of Maine
for his audience, a place where
we all can find commonality in
that we are lucky to call it home,
even if only for four years.
Additionally, this exhibit as a
whole along with its location in
Maine and at the Colby College
Museum of Art suggests a potential for exploring the familiar
by looking at many different
sides of something – contradictions and all – and creating
something entirely new.
Marsden Hartley’s Maine is
now on view at the Colby College Museum of Art through

November 12, 2017.
This is the Acknowledgement
from the Museum’s website:
“The exhibition is made possible by the Henry Luce Foundation, Bank of America, Betsy
Cohen and Edward Cohen/
Aretê Foundation, the National
Endowment for the Arts, and
the Everett P. and Florence H.
Turner Exhibition Fund.
A grant from the Wyeth
Foundation for American Art
has supported the Colby College Museum of Art’s scholarly contributions to the exhibition catalogue published by
The Metropolitan Museum
of Art. The catalogue is made
possible by The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation.
Marsden Hartley’s Maine is
organized by the Colby College
Museum of Art and The Metropolitan Museum of Art.”

Review of Xanadu
By Charlotte Marratta
Contributing Writer
On Friday night in Page
Commons, before an excited
audience, Nora Hill `18 quoted
Leonard Bernstein, “To achieve
greatness, two things are needed;
a plan, and not quite enough
time.” Director of this year’s One
Week, she then proceeded to
introduce Xanadu as a fun and
ridiculous musical that doesn’t
take itself seriously. And it was
exactly that. Filled with enthusiasm, Xanadu had the audience
laughing and cheering for a full
90 minutes, all the while in awe
that the show was put together in
just one week.
Hill is the President of Colby’s
student run theater group, Powder & Wig. Alongside her is Vice
President Kelsey Book ’18, Production Chair Tayte Messman
’19 , Social Chair Charlotte Purcell ’19, and Publicity Chair Kaylee Pomelow ’19. Powder & Wig
puts on six shows a year, one of
those being the One Week. The
coming shows of this year include Dracula Rides Again and
When We Were Young and Unafraid. Each spring, Powder &
Wig’s board nominates a member to choose and direct the One
Week. “I wanted something
relatively simple and flexible
because we have only a week to
put it together. Xanadu is really
silly but also makes profound
points about the importance of
art,” Hill said.
Xanadu tells the story of
a struggling artist in the 80’s,
Sonny Malone, who receives
help from one of the nine muses
of Olympia, Clio. On earth,
Clio disguises herself under the
name Kira and inspires Sonny to

open a roller disco, which he describes as “the apex of all of the
arts.” Sonny Malone, played by
Chris Collmus ’19, was lovable,
relatable and hilarious, jiving
perfectly with the confident and
beautiful Kira, played by Kyah
Morrissette ’18. Kira’s sisters,
Calliope, Euterpe, Melpomene,
Erato, Thalia, and Terpsicore,
bubbled with personality and
spunk. Melpomene, the muse
of tragedy, played by Erica
Suttles ’20, stole the show with
her rendition of “Evil Woman,”
which she sang with daring vivacity as she planned her sister,
Kira’s, demise. Jealous of Kira,
Melpomene, casts a curse, making her fall in love with Sonny,
which is forbidden and can be
punished by Zeus with eternal
damnation. Kira and Sonny
fall in love and Kira receives a
letter from Zeus brought to her
by Hermes. When Kira asked
Hermes why she was being
summoned, Hermes hilariously
retorted, “Bitch, I don’t know
your life!” and the crowd erupted with laughter. Filled with uproarious remarks, Xanadu most
definitely kept things light in the
most entertaining way. The cast
was lively, confident, and the
weeklong production process
proved unbelievably impressive.
“Putting this together was
pretty tough,” Hill said. “We
were obviously super crunched
for time. We had auditions last
Wednesday and cast the show
by midnight that night. The cast
got the script for the first time
last Thursday and it was definitely hard to learn everything
so quickly. We had rehearsal for
seven hours straight on Saturday
and Sunday and for four or five
hours a day during the week.”

However, an audience member
unaware of the One Week tradition would never have guessed
that the show was prepared in
just a week. Lines were memorized, blocking was executed,
and choreography was well
learned. Hill said, “It’s really exciting seeing it all come together. I
just wanted people to have fun. It
was a great bonding experience.”
Powder & Wig’s execution of
set and costume design was on
point. Tayte Messman ’19 was
the stage manager and Tessa
Hauptman ’18 was in charge
of costume design. The set was
simple, drawing attention to the
actors. Images were projected
onto the backdrop making for
colorful scenes. For example,
during Melpomene’s song, “Evil
Woman,” a vibrant fire was projected on the backdrop adding
a certain flare to the number.
Likewise, the costumes were
colorful and glittery as if they
had come right out of the 80’s.
Converse, leg warmers, and hot
pink were abundant.
While quite silly, Xanadu also
comments on the power and necessity of art. Hill’s favorite part of
the show is the musical number
“Dancin’” as it brings together
classical music with the more
modern pop rock music, proving the timelessness of art. The
song is an argument between
Sonny and Danny, the older man
that Sonny is trying to rent a theater from. With a generational
gap, the two have quite different
dreams for what to do with the
theater. “It’s a competition that
comes together really nicely,”
commented Hill. The inspirational powers of music become
apparent and the audience is left
energized and hopeful.

TV Review: Riverdale
Micaela Reilly
Contributing Writer
Riverdale is the CW’s steamy
new crime series that has teenagers everywhere reeling. It’s a
dark reinvention of the Archie
Comics, complete with a bizarrely twisted plot and a sweltering crew of fresh-faced cast
members. The show takes place
in the shadowy town of Riverdale following the mysterious
disappearance of a beloved football player. It is up to Archie and
his friends to uncover the dark
secrets imbedded in the seams
of their small town.
Archie Andrews, played by
KJ Apa, is a conflicted teen trying to balance his thriving football and music careers. Betty
Cooper, played by Lili Reinhart,
is the squeaky clean “girl-nextdoor” still pining over Archie,
her best friend since childhood.
Betty’s older sister, Polly (Tiera
Skovbye), remains hidden away
in a mental institution due to a
supposed “mental breakdown”
for the first half of the series.
Camila Mendes plays Veronica Lodge, the confident, cool,
new girl from New York City
whose father is in jail for fraud.
She comes to learn how her
father’s past has impacted the

town of Riverdale more gravely
than she could have imagined.
Jughead Jones III, played by
Cole Sprouse, is the narrator
of the show. He’s a quirky, social outcast grappling with his
father’s allegiance to the Southside Serpents, a motorcycle
gang from the “wrong” side of
the tracks.
Cheryl Blossom, played by
Madelaine Petsch, is Riverdale’s
rich, entitled head cheerleader
whose hard “mean-girl” exterior cracks following the mysterious disappearance of her
twin brother, Jason Blossom.
Jason Blossom, played by Trevor
Stines, remains a mysterious figure throughout the series. His
close relationship with Cheryl
raises eyebrows and nobody can
be sure what truly happened in
the days or moments leading up
to his disappearance.
The characters in Riverdale
are more diverse than those
from the original comic books.
Kevin Keller (Casey Cott) is
an openly gay student. Kevin
is a loyal friend to Betty, Veronica, Archie and Jughead. The
mayor of Riverdale is AfricanAmerican and her daughter,
Josie (Ashley Murray), is the
lead singer of the town’s beloved
girl group, “Josie and The Pussy

Cats.” Riverdale High is like
any other high school (if high
schools were populated solely
with students who look like Instagram models). The school
is sodden with teen angst, and
the students grapple with issues
ranging from student-teacher
affairs to sexual assault.
The Riverdale characters are
multidimensional and well developed. Their individual story
lines and “at-home” lives are
just as fascinating as the constantly evolving overall plot.
His character is overly brooding, bland and occasionally
boring. Although Jughead is
generally likeable and endearing, the female characters,
Cheryl, Betty and Veronica
are much more entertaining to
watch on screen. They are confident, relatable and funny and
complex. The tumultuous relationships they have with each
other are far more captivating
than the relationships they
have with the male characters
on the show.
Riverdale is more than that
show your little sister won’t shut
up about. It’s captivating and
completely binge-worthy. With
Season two looming in the near
future, you’d better start catching up now.

Forum
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Su-do-ku!

From the Archives: May 8, 1970
This photograph of a student protest from the cover of The Colby
Echo during the Spring of 1970 was recently featured in the Ken
Burns documentary and PBS film production, “The Vietnam War.”
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Sports

M. Soccer struggles to
0-1-1 after tough weekend
By Aidan Larned

Contributing Writer
On Saturday, Sept. 16,
Colby Men’s Soccer played
a strong Williams team in
an intense, defensive battle.
Williams opened and closed
the scoring with just over
20 minutes remaining in the
first half with a goal from
striker Mark Sisco-Tolomeo.
In what would prove to be a
very physical first half, the
Mules fought hard to retaliate. With 9:15 left in the
half Avery Heilbron ’18 had
a near miss after volleying a
bouncing ball that was the
result of a corner kick. The
first half was fought almost
entirely on either end of the
field, with very little midfield
play and a lot of long through
balls and lofted passes.
Colby came out of the
gates firing in the second
half, with an opportunity

about two minutes in that
was blocked away by a
Williams defender. Colby
applied great pressure on
Williams’ back line. After
quickly working the ball
back down the field, the
Mules earned a corner kick.
A great cross was put into
the middle of the box off of
the corner. The ball dribbled just outside the box,
and Asa Berolzheimer ’20
put on the best shot of the
day for the Mules, ripping
it off of the crossbar.
With time becoming an
enemy of the Mules, the offense showed tremendous
urgency in trying to get up
the field and find a shot.
However, time proved to
win this battle as the game
ended with a score of 1-0
for Williams.
Sunday, the Mules faced
off against Connecticut College in what would prove

to be a much more offensebased match than Saturday’s
game. The scoring kicked off
about ten minutes into the
game as Berolzheimer capitalized on a botched touch by
a Connecticut defender. The
Mules physically dominated
the first half of the game, getting several shots and having
their way in the midfield.
However, with 18:55 left in
the first, Colby conceded a
goal off a header following
a corner kick. Ten minutes
later, Colby nearly let up another corner kick goal, but
the header just barely dribbled outside of the post. The
half wasn’t over yet though,
with Jansen Aoyama ’19 putting the ball in the back of
the net following a beautiful
combination assisted by Jack
Fletcher ’21 to put the Mules
back on top at 2-1.
In the second half, Connecticut College came out

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
The Mules endured two difficult results this past weekend despite excellent goalkeeping from Avery Gibson `20 (pictured).

ready to try to catch the
Colby defense on their heels.
Colby didn’t let it phase
them, as the back line held
strong and launched several counterattacks and near
misses. However, with 18
minutes left in the match, a
Connecticut College player
sent a deep through ball to
a forward, who was racing
Colby keeper Avery Gibson
’20 to the ball. Gibson ar-

rived first and attempted
to chest the ball away from
danger, but the ball fell
right to the boot of the
striker. Connecticut College, with the net agape,
hit the ball about ten feet
wide on what could’ve
been the game-tying goal.
With 1:32 left, though,
Connecticut College broke
through with a goal, tying
the game in time to send it

into overtime.
Colby
played
well
throughout overtime, not
allowing for many chances
for Connecticut College
while creating several of
their own. Unfortunately,
Colby was unable to net
one as the game ended in a
2-2 tie.
The Mules continue their
season this Saturday against
Trinity at 1:30 P.M.

Road struggles persist: Women’s
Volleyball falls at Bowdoin and
Tufts in tough league matchups
By Emily Schaefer

After earning their first
win of the season against
the University of New
England on Tuesday, the
Colby Women’s Volleyball
team lost the following two
games against NESCAC rivals. On Friday, the Mules,
who are 0-2 NESCAC and
1-5 overall, travelled to
nearby Brunswick, ME to
take on the Bowdoin College Polar Bears, who are
2-0 NESCAC and 5-2 overall. Colby struggled in the
first set and dropped it 1325. Setter Emily Moslener
’18 helped Colby take a 10-5
lead with one of the team’s
13 kills in the second set.
Colby extended their lead
to 16-11 after a kill from Ni-

cole Petherbridge ’20. However, the Polar Bears came
back to tie 20-20 and won
five of the next seven points
to take the set. In the third
set, a series of attack errors
from the Mules and back to
back kills from Bowdoin’s
Caroline Flaharty set Colby
back 1-7 early on. Eventually, Colby fell 11-25 to give
Bowdoin the match 3-0.
Paige Hanssen ’19 led the
Mules with 11 kills and 12
digs. Moslener also added
11 digs and 19 assists while
Petherbridge finished with
six kills and a pair of blocks
for the Mules. Elizabeth
Middlebrook ’21 added four
kills and 10 digs.
The next day, the Mules
went on the road again to
Medford, Massachusetts to
take on Tufts University,

who are 2-0 NESCAC and
5-1 overall. Despite Hanssen leading the Mules with
12 kills and hitting almost
26 percent, Colby dropped
the match 3-0. The Jumbos
won the first two sets comfortably with a score of 2513 in both. In the third set,
the Mules battled to stay in
it, holding Tufts to an 11-11
tie with a kill from Hanssen,
but lost again 17-25. Hanssen also contributed seven
digs and one service ace.
Moslener finished with 13
assists and Erin Maidman
’19 added 10 digs for Colby.
The Mules will be on the
road again this upcoming
week, with an out of conference game with St. Joseph’s College in Standish,
Maine on September 19th.
St Joseph’s is 5-6 overall.

On Friday, Colby will jump
back into NESCAC play this
Friday, Sept. 22 as they take
on Bates College, which is
0-2 NESCAC and 3-5 overall, in Lewiston, ME.
This year, Colby is led by
Hanssen, Maidman, Petherbridge, and Moslener who
are all returning from last
year’s squad. Kate Wincek
’18 is returning to the
starting line after battling
season-ending injuries last
year. The Mules will look
to setters Molly Manuel ’19
and Mae Sefransky ’20 to
make big plays. Kacie Wrean ’18, Eliza Liebler ’18, and
Katie Devine ’19 are also
returning, adding depth to
the team. Six first year players joined the team this year
and are looking to see time
on the court.

Colby faced tough competition but stayed strong and posted
some great scores. Jack Griffith
’21 took second overall for individual scores out of 62 players.
Griffith posted a six over 77 on
Friday and then a very impressive one under 70 to finish the
tournament with 147. On Sunday, Griffith had a hot streak
with four pars in a row followed
by four birdies in a row on the
front nine. At the end of the
tournament, Griffith was only
five shots behind first place. Fellow first-year Elliot Snow ’21 also
had a great showing at the tour-
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Colby men’s golf team could
soon be a force to be reckoned
with in the NESCAC.
The Mules will continue to
practice this week in preparation for their upcoming tournament, the Husson Invitational, where they will look to
beat Bates and Husson University. Last year Colby placed
eighth, but has since been
posting stronger and more
competitive scores. The Husson Invitational will take place
on Saturday, Sept. 23 at Bangor Municipal Golf Course in
Bangor, ME.

Contributing Writer

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
Volleyball earned their first win of the season, yet were unable to repeat their
good fortune during league play against Bowdoin or Tufts. They are looking
forward to having six first-year players on the team, alongside many returners.

Golf third in tournament
By Kevin Ahn
Reporter

This past weekend the Colby
men’s golf team participated in
the Maine State Championship
Tournament alongside nine
other teams. The team played
well and ended up taking third.
The two-day event took place
at Martindale Country Club in
Auburn, ME. The Mules as a
team shot a combined 631 over

the course of the competition.
That score was just enough to
edge out Bowdoin’s 635. Even
more impressive, the Mules
were one shot shy of tying for
second place with Bates College
(630). The tournament itself
was won by Husson University, which shot a combined 591.
Taking third place this weekend
was a large improvement over
last year when Colby tied for
eighth place.

“We’ve got a lot
of new guys on
the team.”
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Football fails to score in season opener vs. Trinity

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
The Colby football team failed to score against reigning NESCAC champion Trinity College, but remain optimistic about their season. Many players were forced to play both sides of the ball, and worked as hard as they could to remain competitive in the game.

By Ed Powell

Contributing Writer
The Mules start off at 0-1
in the NESCAC after losing 35-0 against Trinity, the
reigning NESCAC champions, in the season opener
last Saturday.
The first quarter of the
game--which ended scoreless--started off with a fumble
recovery by Colby running
back Don Vivian ’19. Unfortunately the Mules offense
failed to capitalize on the op-

portunity, only gaining three
yards in three plays. The
Mules attempted a 44-yard
field goal but kicker John Baron ’18 missed wide left. Baron
later made up for his miss,
successfully kicking a 41-yard
attempt; however the kick was
called back due to a tripping
call on the play.
The second quarter began
with a long drive by the Bantam’s offense, including a 30yard pass, resulting in the first
touchdown of the game. Jake
Schwern ’19 and Jack O’Brien

’20 rushed for a combined
five yards on first and second
down. However, O’Brien was
sacked on third down for a
loss of nine yards. The Mules
were then forced to punt the
ball. The Bantams had another impressive drive going 60
yards in four plays, resulting
in another touchdown. After a kick return, the Mules
rushed for a three yard gain
on first down, threw an incomplete pass on second, and
completed a pass for a loss of
two yards on third, forcing the

Mules to punt once again. The
quarter ended with another
Bantam’s touchdown with the
Mules trailing 21-0 going into
the second half.
The Bantams started off
the third quarter strong with
yet another impressive run of
82 yards resulting in a touchdown. Later in the quarter,
the Mules had a solid drive
from their 27 to the Bantam’s
48, but it was ended by an interception. The Bantams then
scored again, their last touchdown of the game, making the

score 35-0.
The fourth quarter saw
three runs from Colby and
four from Trinity, and ended
like the first--scoreless.
“Despite what the score
shows. We never gave in to
the hype,” Hans Gabriel ’20
said. “The score is a reflection of our low numbers;
a lot of guys are going two
ways. During the first quarter the team moved well together and held them. We
started getting tired and lost
momentum towards the end

of the first half.”
The Mules’ quarterbacks,
Christian Sparacio ’18 and
O’Brien, threw a combined
16 completions out of 29 attempts for 119 yards. The
Mules also rushed for 81
yards in the game. However, Trinity outgained Colby
478 to 200 yards. This loss
marked the 11th time in
a row that Colby has lost
against Trinity. The Mules
continue their season with
their home opener against
Williams this Saturday.

W. Soccer fails Field Hockey
The Cheap Seats
to overcome wins two of three
offensive woes
in weekend losses
By Kevin Ahn

By Dylan Paul

Contributing Writer

By John Steenrod
Staff Writer

Colby Women’s Soccer
had their second weekend double-header of the
2017 season, hosting Williams College on Saturday
and Connecticut College on
Sunday. The Mules started
their season and NESCAC
play with a 0-0 draw against
Tufts, and wins over Husson and Thomas brought the
Mules to 2-0-1 coming into
the weekend.
The Mules had their work
cut out for them early Saturday as they faced defending NESCAC champion
Williams. The Ephs came
out looking like the strong
squad that went undefeated
in conference play last year,
scoring their first goal in
the 12th minute of play,
and they did not let up for
the rest of the game. Williams took full advantage of
their deeo bench, using ten
subs in the first half to keep
throwing fresh bodies at
Colby. However,
Colby
goalkeeper
Dani Lonati
’20, who had
13 saves in the
draw against
Tufts, made
seven saves in
the first half
to keep the
differential
to just one at
halftime. Williams
came
out attacking
to open the
second half, and after a few
misses netted their second
goal in the 53rd minute.
Just seven minutes later the
Ephs struck again, building
a 3-0 lead that would last
the rest of the game. Williams dominated Colby on
the stat sheet, with 18 shots
(12 on goal) to Colby’s three
(one on goal). Without a
standout performance from
Lonati in the goal, who finished with nine saves, the
Mules could have faced a
much larger deficit.
On Sunday, the Mules host-

ed Connecticut College with
hopes for their first NESCAC
win of the season. Before the
game, the Colby Soccer Field
and the Bill Alfond Field, two
of the new athletic fields that
were finished over this past
summer, were dedicated.
Unfortunately, Conn College
attacked first once the game
started, scoring after just a
minute and 15 seconds of
action. Colby withstood the
Camel’s relentless attack for
the rest of the first half, and
in the 44th minute Colby’s
Olivia Grief ’21 scored to
tie the game off a pass from
Emily Martin ’18. However,
Colby was unable to keep
the momentum going in the
second half as Conn College
came out on the offensive,
scoring in the 53rd minute.
The Camels controlled the
game throughout, scoring
again in the 69th minute to
bring the game to its final
score, 3-1. Once again, Colby
was outperformed on the offensive end as the Camels
had 20 shots (12 on goal) to
Colby’s
five
(two on goal).
Lonati
had
another good
p erformance
in goal, preventing Conn
College from
widening the
gap. She is
averaging almost ten saves
a game in NESCAC play.
After the
two
losses
on the weekend, Colby falls to 2-2-1
overall and 0-2-1 in NESCAC play. The Mules have
two more games left in
this home stand, hosting
Trinity next Saturday and
Southern Maine the following Wednesday. The Mules
have proven that they can
keep the score close against
good teams through defense and the efforts of
Lonati, but that will need
to translate to the offensive
end for the Mules to compete with the best teams in
the NESCAC.

After two
losses on the
weekend,
Colby falls to
2-2-1 overall.

Colby
Field
Hockey
fought
through
three
games last week, playing
on Wednesday, Saturday,
and Sunday. After dominating Thomas College on
Wednesday and suffering a
tough 4-1
loss against
Williams
on Saturday,
the
team was
able
to
come back
and
beat
Connecticut College
in a close
1-0 game.
The Field
Ho cke y
team
entered this
weekend
with
an
even
record of 1-1,
after losing
the season opener to Tufts
and beating Thomas College earlier on Wednesday.
The game against Thomas
College showed Colby’s
strong defense and aggressive offense, beginning with
midfielder Georgia Cassidy
’20 scoring three goals in
the first eight minutes of
the game. Holli Olson ’19
assisted Cassidy on her
first goal and later scored
her first collegiate goal.
Forward Kallie Hutchinson ’19 exploded into action around half-time and
scored twice, once at the
end of the first period and
again in the second period.
The Colby defense put up
an exemplary performance,
allowing only six shots over
the course of the game.
Thomas managed one goal
in the second period, preventing a total shut out. The
final score was 6-1. Overall
it was a dominant showing
by the Mules against our
Waterville neighbors.
Despite a valiant effort, the team could not
overcome the undefeated
Williams team. Williams’
goalie Riley Whitmyer ’19
made a number of incredible saves, fending off 22
shots on goal. Williams got
off to a 4-0 lead, but Colby
midfielder Meredith Keenan ’18 scored, overcoming
the Williams defense and

shooting off an unassisted
goal late in the second period, bringing the game to
its final score of 4-1.
After the frustrating loss
to Williams, Colby was
able to change their game
plan and channel their energy into focus for the next
game. “We did not stop

“We did not stop believing in ourselves, because
we know we can do big
things. One game at a
time and there is still
much to work on.”
Myri Skodock
Class of 2021
believing in ourselves, because we know we can do
big things. One game at a
time and there is still much
to work on but always looking up,” midfielder Myri
Skodock ’21 said.
The game against Connecticut College was fierce,
with strong matchups on
both sides. Colby seemed
to be on the offensive for
most of the game, due both
to the lightening speed of
the offense and dependable
strength of the defense.
Early on the Mules offense
overcame the Connecticut
defense when Cassidy fired
an impressive shot at 13:16
to score an unassisted goal.
After getting off to an early
lead, Maddie Schoenie ’19
and Merel Van Gijzen ’21
were a constant presence
on defense, helping to completely shut out the Connecticut College offense
and end the game at 1-0.
Colby Field Hockey is
currently 1-2 in the NESCAC, and has seven more
games in the league this
season. With an away game
against Husson University
on Wednesday and a home
game against Trinity College next weekend Colby
Field Hockey is gearing
up for a very promising
and exciting season, hopefully leading to a successful
playoff run.

The Echo reminds you to support Colby athletics by attending events.

Sports Reporter

In this edition of The Cheap Seats, we sit down with
Ultimate Frisbee player Ethan VanderWilden ’20 to talk
about memories, Christmas music, and Lucky Charms.

Courtesy of Kevin Ahn

Colby Echo (Echo): Why did you join Ultimate Frisbee?
Ethan VanderWilden (EW): I was a high school athlete and I wanted to stay active and competitive -- frisbee
seemed like fun so I joined.
Echo: What’s your favorite Ultimate Frisbee memory?
EW: We had a really good game against Bates last year.
We ended up losing, but it was a really dope one-point
game throughout, back and forth with the lead a lot.
Echo: What are you looking forward to this season?
EW: Just getting back at it. There is a lot of young talent and great leadership.
Echo: What do you think about when you’re alone in
the car?
EW: How time is a flat circle.
Echo: A penguin walks through the door wearing a
cowboy hat. What does he say and why is he here?
EW: “How are yea?” He’s just looking for a good time.
Echo: Why do you listen to Christmas music months
after Christmas?
EW: Like Christmas in L.A. and that Sleigh Bells
banger? Those songs are fresh!
Echo: What do you do in your free time?
EW: Hang out with friends and play the piano.
Echo: The apocalypse has begun. What are three items
you bring to help you survive it and why?
EW: Man, these are some tough questions. I would
bring an antidote for whatever I am fighting, a baseball
bat, and a friend.
Echo: What is your spirit animal and why?
EW: Elephant, because it has the same first letter.
Echo: Are you a hunter or a gatherer?
EW: Both.
Echo: Do you have any nicknames?
EW: I’m nicknamed Aqua-Man on the Frisbee team,
really just because of my long blond hair. Some people
call me Vandy for short.
Echo: Would you rather fight 100 duck-sized horses or
one horse-sized duck?
EW: One horse-sized duck. Everyone usually says the
other, but I just want to be the greatest and beat the big boss.
Echo: How do you eat your Lucky Charms?
EW: I tactically eat all of the non-marshmallows first
and then eat straight spoonfuls of marshmallows

